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BASILICA OF 
OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP 

 

526-59TH STREET 
BROOKLYN, N.Y.  11220 

 

PHONE: 718-492-9200 
www.olphbkny.org 

VOL. 128 November - December 2020 NO. 9 

MASSES: 
Saturday – (Lower Church), 8:45 a.m., 12:10 p.m., 5:00 p.m., (English) & 
  7:00 p.m. (Spanish) 
Sunday  (Lower Church)  8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m.,  & 11:45 a.m. (Chinese) 
 2:00 p.m. (Vietnamese)  
Sunday – (Upper Church - Spanish) 8:00 a.m.10:00 a.m., 12:30 p.m.  
Weekdays – 8:45 a.m., 12:10 P.M., 7:00 p.m. Tues, Wed, Thurs (Spanish) 
Holy Days – (Eve of) 6:15 p.m. (English); 7:30 p.m. (Spanish) 
 8:45 a.m., 12:10 p.m., 6:15 p.m., 7:30 p.m. (Spanish) 

 

SACRAMENTS: 
BAPTISMS: 

Baptisms are administered in Spanish on the 3rd Saturday of the month and in 
English on the 4th Saturday of the Month.  To register for the required classes 
and interview, come to the Rectory office. 

 

RECONCILIATION: 
Wednesday – 9:30 a.m., 12:45 P.M. & 6:45 p.m. 
Saturday – 12:45 p.m. & 4:00 - 4:45 p.m. 

 

MARRIAGES: 
Please make reservations at least 8 MONTHS in advance and before engaging 
your reception hall.  Only parishioners who live within the parish boundaries 
may be married at the Basilica of Our Lady of Perpetual Help. 

 
SACRAMENT OF THE SICK: 

In any danger of death or serious illness, please call the rectory promptly.  
Phone 718-492-9200. 

 

DEVOTIONS: 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Novena: 

Wednesday – after 8:45 a.m. and 12:10 p.m. Masses. 
Spanish Novena & Mass 6:45 p.m. (Lower Church) 

 

First Friday:  Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament after 12:10 P.M.  Mass until 7:00 
P.M.  Healing Mass – 7:30 p.m. on First Friday 

 

First Saturday:  The Fatima Rosary is recited 12:45 p.m. 
 

RECTORY HOURS: 
Monday to Saturday: 9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
Sunday:   9:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
The office will close on Legal Holidays at 2:00 p.m.  Urgent sick calls any hour.   
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BASILICA DE NUESTRA 
SEÑORA PERPETUO SOCORRO 

526-59TH STREET 
BROOKLYN, N.Y.  11220 

CASA PARROQUIAL: 718-492-9200 
www.olphbkny.org 

VOL. 128 Noviembre - Diciembre 2020 NRO. 9 

MISAS: 
Sábado – (Iglesia de Abajo)  8:45 a.m. & 12:10 p.m., 5:00 p.m. (en Ingles), &  
 7:00 p.m. (en Español) 
Domingo – (Iglesia de Abajo) 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 11:45 (Chínese), 
 2:00 p.m. (Vietnamita)  
Domingo – (Iglesia de Arriba en Español) 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. & 12:30 p.m.  
Durante la Semana - 8:45 a.m., 12:10 p.m., 6:45 p.m. Martes, Miercoles & Jueves 
(en Español) 
Días de Guardar – (Vísperas) 6:15, 7:30 p.m. (en Español) 
Día de La Fiesta – 8:45 a.m., 12:10 p.m., 6:15 p.m., 7:30 p.m. (Español) 

 

SACRAMENTOS: 
BAUTISMO: 

Los Bautizos serán en Español el 3er Sábado de cada mes, y en Ingles el 4to 
Sábado de cada mes. 

 Para las clases y entrevista requisitas favor de registrarse en la Oficina 
 de la Rectoría. 
 
RECONCILIACION (CONFESIONES): 

Miércoles – 9:30 a.m., 12:45 & 6:45 p.m. 
Sábado – 12:45 p.m. & 4:00 - 4:45 p.m. 

 
MATRIMONIO: 

Favor de hacer reservaciones en la Iglesia, por los menos OCHO MESES de 
antemano, antes de alquilar el salón de recepción. 

 
SACRAMENTO DE LOS ENFERMOS:  
   En caso de emergencia, llamen 492-9200 a cualquier hora. 
 
DEVOCIONES: 
Novena a la Virgen del Perpetuo Socorro: 

Miércoles – Después de la misa de las 8:45 a.m., 12:10 p.m. 
Misa y Devoción en Español a las 6:45 p.m. (Iglesia de Abajo) 

 

Primer Viernes:  Exposición del Santísimo después de la misa de las 12:10 hasta las  
   7:00 p.m. Misa de Curación - 7:30 p.m. (Iglesia de Abajo). 
 

Primer Sábado:  El Rosario en honor a la Virgen de Fátima se reza a las 12:45 p.m. 
 

HORAS DE OFICINA: 
 Lunes a Sabado 9:00 a.m. -  7:00 p.m. 

Domingo:   9:00 a.m. -  1:30 p.m. 
La oficina va a estar cerrada los días feriados a las 2:00 p.m. 
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From the Pastor’s DeskFrom the Pastor’s Desk  

November / December 2020 

Dear Parishioners and Friends of O.L.P.H., 

Perhaps the most meaningful words in the Advent 
liturgies are these: “Comfort, give comfort to my people!” 

As we approach the end of 2020, our deepest desire may be that the coming 
of the Redeemer Child bring health and healing to those afflicted with 
Covid-19, and comfort and hope to those who mourn their loved ones. Our 
sincere hope is that the wisdom of God has filled the scientists with the 
knowledge and skills that will bring a healing vaccine to all the world. 
Come, Lord Jesus! Do not delay! 

Covid-19 did not spare us in the rectory. We are in quarantine from 
November 20th till December 10th. This has meant that for three weekends 
we have not celebrated public Masses. Our Masses are streamed. God 
willing by the weekend of December 12th and 13th, the Feast of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe and the 3rd Sunday of Advent, we will celebrate with the 
community these wonderful feasts.  

Advent is a season of hope. On the 1st Tuesday of Advent, we read from 
Isaiah 11: 1-10 about the “Peaceable Kingdom”, depicted in a painting by 
Edward Hicks. “The wolf shall be a guest of the lamb, and the leopard shall 
lie down with the kid; The calf and the young lion shall browse together, 
with a little child to guide them. …” The Messiah who is to come will 
establish harmony among all in the Kingdom. In February 2019 Pope 
Francis met with the Grand Imam of Al-Azhar, Ahmed el-Tayeb, in Abu 
Dhabi to sign and publish the “Document on Human Fraternity for World 
Peace and Living Together” In October 2020 Pope Francis published his 
Encyclical Fratelli Tutti – All Sisters and Brothers. He introduces chapter 
three, Envisaging and Engendering an Open World, with these words:  

“Human beings are so made that they cannot live, develop and find 
fulfilment except “in the sincere gift of self to others”. Nor can they fully 
know themselves apart from an encounter with other persons: “I 
communicate effectively with myself only insofar as I communicate with 
others”. No one can experience the true beauty of life without relating to 
others, without having real faces to love. This is part of the mystery of 
authentic human existence. “Life exists where there is bonding, 
communion, fraternity; and life is stronger than death when it is built on 
true relationships and bonds of fidelity. On the contrary, there is no life 
when we claim to be self-sufficient and live as islands: in these attitudes, 
death prevails”. (par. 87) 
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My hope is that fraternity, solidarity, brother-sisterhood can be sought for, 
found and achieved in 2021. It cannot be accomplished fully in this world. 
But, as Benedict XVI reflected in his letter on hope, “The fact that this 
future exists changes the present; the present is touched by the future 
reality, and thus the things of the future spill over into those of the present 
and those of the present into those of the future.” May the future harmony 
of God’s eternal Kingdom spill over into the Kingdom of God among us as 
we celebrate the birth of the Redeemer this Christmas.  

May you and your families be healthy, safe, and joyful as you celebrate 
Christmas 2020! 

Fr. James Gilmour, C.Ss.R. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Noviembre – Diciembre 2020 

Amados Parroquianos y Amigos de N. S. del Perpetuo Socorro,  

Las palabras quizás más significativas de las liturgias de Adviento este año 
son: “Consuelen, consuelen a mi pueblo.” Al acercase el final del 2020, 
nuestro deseo más profundo puede ser que la venida del Niño Redentor 
traiga salud y sanación a los afligidos por Covid-19, y consuelo y esperanza 
a los que perdieron a sus seres queridos. Nuestra esperanza sincera es que 
los científicos se dejen guiar por la sabiduría de Dios al producir las 
vacunas que protegerán a los pueblos del mundo entero. ¡Ven, Señor Jesús, 
y no tardes! 

Covid-19 no nos perdonó aquí en la rectoría. Desde el 20 de noviembre 
estamos en cuarentena hasta el 10 de diciembre. Por tres fines de semana no 
celebramos Misas en público con la comunidad parroquial. Las Misas se 
transmiten por internet. Dios mediante, celebraremos Misa con la 
comunidad parroquial el 12 y 13 de diciembre, Fiesta de N. S. de 
Guadalupe y el Tercer Domingo de Adviento.  

Desde el Escritorio del PárrocoDesde el Escritorio del Párroco  
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Adviento es tiempo de esperanza. El primer martes de Adviento, el profeta 
Isaías (11: 1-10) anuncia “El Reino Pacífico,” tema de una famosa pintura por 
Edward Hicks. “Habitará el lobo con el cordero, la pantera se echará con el 
cabrito, el novillo y el león pacerán juntos y un muchachito los apacentará. …” 
El Mesías que vendrá establecerá armonía entre todos los seres del Reino. En 
febrero del 2019 el Papa Francisco se encontró con el Gran Imam de Al-Azhar, 
Ahmed el-Tayeb, en Abu Dabi, para firmar y publicar el “Documento sobre la 
Fraternidad Humana para la Paz del Mundo y la Convivencia Fraterna.” En 
octubre del 2020, Francisco publicó su Carta Encíclica Fratelli Tutti – Todos 
Hermanos y Hermanas. Introduce el capítulo tres, Pensar y Gestar un Mundo 
Abierto, con estas palabras: 

“Un ser humano está hecho de tal manera que no se realiza, no se 
desarrolla ni puede encontrar su plenitud «si no es en la entrega sincera de 
sí mismo a los demás». Ni siquiera llega a reconocer a fondo su propia 
verdad si no es en el encuentro con los otros: «Sólo me comunico 
realmente conmigo mismo en la medida en que me comunico con el otro». 
Esto explica por qué nadie puede experimentar el valor de vivir sin rostros 
concretos a quienes amar. Aquí hay un secreto de la verdadera existencia 
humana, porque «la vida subsiste donde hay vínculo, comunión, 
fraternidad; y es una vida más fuerte que la muerte cuando se construye 
sobre relaciones verdaderas y lazos de fidelidad. Por el contrario, no hay 
vida cuando pretendemos pertenecer sólo a nosotros mismos y vivir como 
islas: en estas actitudes prevalece la muerte».” (par. 87) 

Mi esperanza es que se busquen, se encuentren y se logren la fraternidad, la 
solidaridad, el ser hermanos y hermanas de todos en el 2021. Esto no se 
logrará plenamente en este mundo. Sin embargo, como Benedicto XVI 
reflexionó en su carta sobre la esperanza, “El hecho de que este futuro 
exista cambia el presente; el presente está marcado por la realidad futura, y 
así las realidades futuras repercuten en las presentes y las presentes en las 
futuras.” Que la futura armonía del Reino Eterno de Dios repercute en el 
Reino de Dios presente entre nosotros mientras celebramos el nacimiento 
del Redentor esta Navidad.  

Les deseo salud y gozo al celebrar la Navidad 2020 con su familia. 

P. Santiago Gilmour, C.Ss.R.  
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We  all want life to be 
fair with the good 

receiving their reward and the 
evil being punished. It is a 
virtue to cry out against 
injustice but perfect justice 
never comes easily if at all.  I 
can ask why God put calories 
in ice cream and pizza. Why 

can’t I win the lottery? One of the first sentences a child ever speaks 
is that’s not fair! We complain about someone at the job who gets a 
promotion and is seemingly an incompetent. We accuse teachers of 
having favorites and the coaches not playing our child enough in the 
game. We complain vigorously when we see a politician is not 
wearing a mask or asking their constituents to follow a rule that they 
do not. Life is not fair. We complain when the weather is too hot or 
too cold. We notice the person who has eleven items in their basket 
when they are checking out at the ten items or fewer counters and 
feel steam coming out of our ears. Why did it rain on the day we 
planned a parish picnic? Why did life destine us to suffer so much as 
a New York Jet fan? 

But there are far more serious issues that these concerns: why did I get 
cancer; what did I do wrong; I am a good person and try to love God 
and others; why did someone I loved very much  die at a young age 
and leave me broken hearted. It is all so unfair. Why do we have to 
have this terrible Covid 19 virus that is taking so many lives and 
leaving us in great anxiety? We think of the random nature of natural 
disasters such as hurricanes, tornadoes, and earthquakes. Why are some 
people in the wrong place at the wrong time? It doesn’t make sense to 
many of us. As much as I do to stay safe, to eat right, to exercise, to 
visit the doctors, there is no guarantee that I will be safe from illness.  

The questions of the fairness of life naturally want to find someone to 
blame when our life does not go the way we wish it to. We cannot 
help but ask why, when we seek justice and fairness in life, and turn 
to God with our complaint. Actually, I think that is a good starting 
point in dealing with the issue of fairness. 

Atheists may have it easy. They see life as one big collection of 
molecules randomly banging into each other with no real meaning. 
Reality is just one big dice game where seven comes up rarely. Many 

Life is not  
always fair,  
but God is always 
faithful 
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of the early founding leaders such as George Washington and Thomas 
Jefferson were Deists. Deists believe in a God who was a like a 
clockmaker. He made the world and put order into it. After that he put 
it aside and left his creatures in control. 

As Christians we believe in a God who has every hair of our head 
counted. We cannot look at nature and the glory of human beings and 
not see his fingerprints. Our belief is that God is intimately connected 
to his creation and to each of us.  God was so involved in our world 
that he chose to become human and live and die like all of us. We hear 
in the Psalms I have loved you with an everlasting love. The scriptures 
speak of us being called by name by God. We are told before I formed 
you in the womb I knew you.  We are made in the image of God and 
loved by him. 

Knowing this strengthens and gives us great hope. Yet, it does not 
resolve for us the many questions I raised. Why pain? Why suffering? 
Why natural disasters? Why is there so much evil in the world. How do 
I make sense of this?  

When I read the parable of the workers in the vineyard, it seems at first 
glance the owner is not fair. Should not the one who worked the hours 
in the heat of the day earn more than the fellow who worked an hour as 
evening came on? By every human standard we know, this does seem 
patently unfair. If that is your reaction then the reason why Jesus tells 
us this parable has succeeded. He wants it to shock us and leave us 
confused. It should leave us with questions. It certainly is a parable that 
speaks about the generosity of God. Our very lives are gifts from God 
in that we are alive and will someday be home with him. Our life, as all 
lives, however much a struggle at times, is a great gift from God.  But 
that parable for me always has a second level. This parable is teaching 
us that in our capacity as human beings, no matter how high our IQ, no 
matter how many academic degrees we have, no matter how brilliant 
are our computers, we cannot grasp or understand the ways of God. 
Like Tom Cruise in the movie A Few Good Men, we want answers. But 
can we handle the truth: Here is the truth given to us by the prophet 
Isaiah: For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways 
my ways, says the LORD. As high as the heavens are above the 
earth, so high are my ways above your ways and my thoughts above 
your thoughts. We are creatures of a God who loves us. We can 
question and challenge him but his ways are not our ways and we 
then humbly trust in him and say, Amen, I believe.  

Father Pat Woods, C.Ss.R. 
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Founding of the 

Congregation of  

The Most Holy 

Redeemer 

November 9, 1732 

  

On the Church Feast of the dedication 
of the Basilica of St. John Lateran, 
283 years ago, in his beloved Scala, 
St. Alphonsus Liguori founded the 
Congregation of the Most Holy 
Redeemer to follow the example of 

our Savior Jesus Christ announcing the Good News to the poor. 
He was 36 years old. His life became one of mission and service 
to the most abandoned. The Congregation was approved by 
Benedict XIV on February 25, 1749. 

Redemptorist Missionaries continue the charism of Alphonsus in 
the Church and in society. "Strong in faith, rejoicing in hope, 
burning with charity, on fire with zeal, in humility of heart and 
persevering in prayer, Redemptorists as apostolic men and 
genuine disciples of Saint Alphonsus follow Christ the Redeemer 
with Hearts full of joy; denying themselves and always ready to 
undertake what is demanding and challenging, they share in the 
mystery of Christ and proclaim it in Gospel simplicity of life and 
language, that they may bring to people Plentiful 
Redemption" (Redemptorist Constitutions, No. 20). 

Redemptorists live in missionary communities, always welcoming 
and prayerful, like Mary of Nazareth. By means of missions, 
retreats, parish ministry, ecumenical apostolates, the ministry of 
reconciliation and the teaching of Moral Theology, they proclaim 
the love of God our Father which in Jesus "dwelt amongst us" so 
as to become profound mercy and The Word of Life which 
nourishes the human heart and gives life meaning so as to live it to 
the fullest in freedom and solidarity with others. And, like 
Alphonsus, Redemptorists make a very clear option for the poor 
affirming their dignity and greatness before God and believing that 
the Good News of Our Lord is meant in a special way for them. 
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Cardinal Joseph Tobin, C.Ss.R., the former Superior General of 
the Congregation, remembers “at the conclusion of a private 
meeting with the Pope John Paul II, he would regularly leave me 
with two requests: ‘Carry my greetings to Our Mother of 
Perpetual Help’ and ‘Tell them always to be good confessors 
because you once helped me.’”   

Quoting Cardinal Tobin, “The first petition sprang from a 
devotion instilled in him during his childhood in Wadowice, 
southern Poland.  His mother had great devotion to Mary under 
the title that is the special love of Redemptorists.  During one of 
his final trips to Poland, John Paul II made a special visit to 
Wadowice to bless a new mosaic of Our Mother of Perpetual 
Help in the church where he was baptized.  The second appeal 
probably springs from the dark years of Nazi occupation.  Karol 
Wojtiya was a factory worker who would stop at St. Joseph’s 
Church, the Redemptorist foundation in Kraków, at the 
conclusion of his night shift.  There he would take part in the 
early morning Mass and celebrate the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation with a Redemptorist confessor.  I think that these 
two requests give a synthetic presentation of the Redemptorist 
charism, the abundant compassion of God that is proclaimed by 
us in so many ways and celebrated in a special manner in the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation; redemption that comes to us 
through the mediation of Mary, the Mother of God and our 
Mother too.” 

Throughout all the intervening years, it would appear Pope St. 
John Paul II never forgot the guidance and counsel he received 
from the Fathers during that trying time in his life. 

We are all very fortunate to live in this Parish and be under the 
religious guidance of the Redemptorists.  We should also be very 
grateful that our Parish has been designated a Minor Basilica 
which indicates that it is to be commended for the good works 
and spirituality that have accomplished great things in the parish 
in the past, now in the present and hopefully in the future for the 
glory of God and the good of the Church.  Happy Birthday!  
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Feast of  

Our Lady of              
Guadalupe 

Empress of the Americas 
December 12th 

 

A gracious Lady gave her 
own picture to a humble Indi-
an.  “With brushes not of this 
world” she painted the rough 
tilma of Juan Diego before 
the amazed eyes of Fray Juan 
de Zumarraga, first bishop of 
Mexico City.  The cactus fi-
bre of the shawl-like tilma 
should long ago have disinte-
grated, but its frail threads 

still hold an enduring image of loveliness.  The face is that of Mary 
who came in person to Guadalupe. 
  
Millions come annually to the Basilica in Mexico City to visit Our 
Lady of Guadalupe, heeding the invitation of 1531.  “I am a com-
passionate mother to you, to all your people, and to all others of 
my devoted children who will call on me with confidence.  It is 
here that I wish to hear their pleadings and cure their ills and sor-
rows.”  Our Lady of Guadalupe is truly a merciful mother to all, 
and as Pope John XXIII said, she is especially the Mother of the 
Americas. 
 

Prayer to Our Lady of Guadalupe 
 

Our Lady of Guadalupe, Mystical Rose, make intercession for Holy 
Church, protect the Sovereign Pontiff, help all those who invoke 
you in their necessities.  And, since you are the ever virgin, Mary, 
Mother of the true God, obtain for us from your most holy Son, the 
grace of keeping our faith, sweet hope in the midst of the bitterness 
of life, burning charity and the precious gift of final perseverance.   
 
We ask this through Jesus Christ, Our Lord.  Amen. 
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Who is St. Nicholas? 
Feast Day December 6th 

 

The true story of Santa Claus begins with 

Nicholas, who was born during the third 

century in the village of Patara. At the time the 

area was Greek and is now on the southern 

coast of Turkey. His wealthy parents, who 

raised him to be a devout Christian, died in an 

epidemic while Nicholas was still young.  

Obeying Jesus' words to "sell what you own 

and give the money to the poor,"  Nicholas used his whole 

inheritance to assist the needy, the sick, and the suffering.  He 

dedicated his life to serving God and was made Bishop of Myra 

while still a young man.  Bishop Nicholas became known throughout 

the land for his generosity to the those in need, his love for children, 

and his concern for sailors and ships. 

Under the Roman Emperor Diocletian, who ruthlessly persecuted 

Christians, Bishop Nicholas suffered for his faith, was exiled and 

imprisoned.  After his release, Nicholas attended the Council of 

Nicaea in AD 325.  He died December 6, AD 343 in Myra and was 

buried in his cathedral church. 

Through the centuries many stories and legends have been told of St. 

Nicholas' life and deeds.  These accounts help us understand his 

extraordinary character and why he is so beloved and revered as 

protector and helper of those in need. 

One story tells of a poor man with three daughters. In those days a 

young woman's father had to offer prospective husbands something 

of value—a dowry .  The larger the dowry, the better the chance that 

a young woman would find a good husband.  Without a dowry, a 

woman was unlikely to marry.  This poor man's daughters, without 

dowries, were therefore unable to find suitable husbands.  

Mysteriously, on three different occasions, a bag of gold appeared in 

their home providing the needed dowries.  The bags of gold, tossed 

through an open window, are said to have landed in stockings or 
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shoes left before the fire to dry.  This led to the custom of children 

hanging stockings or putting out shoes, eagerly awaiting gifts from 

Saint Nicholas.  Sometimes the story is told with gold balls instead of 

bags of gold.  That is why three gold balls, sometimes represented as 

oranges, are one of the symbols for St. Nicholas. And so St. Nicholas 

is a gift-giver. 

Several stories tell of Nicholas and the sea. When he was young, 

Nicholas sought to be holy by making a pilgrimage to the Holy Land.  

There as he walked where Jesus walked, he sought to more deeply 

experience Jesus' life, passion, and resurrection.  Returning by sea, a 

mighty storm threatened to wreck the ship. Nicholas calmly prayed.  

The terrified sailors were amazed when the wind and waves suddenly 

calmed, sparing them all.  And so St. Nicholas is the patron of sailors 

and voyagers. 

Other stories tell of Nicholas saving his people from famine, sparing 

the lives of those innocently accused, and much more.  He did many 

kind and generous deeds in secret, expecting nothing in return.  

Within a century of his death he was celebrated as a saint.  Today he 

is venerated in the East as wonder, or miracle worker and in the West 

as patron of a great variety of persons: children, mariners, bankers, 

pawn-brokers (their sign is 3 gold balls), scholars, orphans, laborers, 

travelers, merchants, judges, paupers, marriageable maidens, 

students, victims of judicial mistakes, captives, perfumers, even 

thieves and accused murderers.  He is known as the friend and 

protector of all in trouble or need. 

Nicholas' tomb in Myra became a popular place of pilgrimage.  

Because of the many wars and attacks in the region, some Christians 

were concerned that access to the tomb might become difficult.  For 

both the religious and commercial advantages of a major pilgrimage 

site, the Italian cities of Venice and Bari vied to get the relics of St. 

Nicholas.  In the spring of 1087, sailors from Bari succeeded in 

spiriting away the bones, bringing them to Bari, a seaport on the 

southeast coast of Italy.  An impressive church was built over St. 

Nicholas' crypt and many faithful journeyed to honor the saint who 

had rescued so many children, prisoners, sailors, famine victims, and 

many others through his compassion, generosity, and the countless 
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miracles attributed to his intercession.  The Nicholas shrine in Bari 

was one of medieval Europe's great pilgrimage centers and Nicholas 

became known as "Saint in Bari."  To this day pilgrims and tourists 

visit Bari's great Basilica di San Nicola.  

Hundreds of churches use the name of Nicholas, as many as four 
hundred in England alone.  People in many parts of the world 
celebrate his feast day, December 6, enthusiastically exchanging gifts.  
Stained glass, sculptures, frescoes and mosaics in widely scattered 
locations tell the adventures of his life.  Many variations of his name 
continue to be popular:  Colin, Nicholson, Nixon, Nicola, Nicolette 
and others.   

Through the centuries St. Nicholas has continued to be venerated by 
Catholics and Orthodox and honored by Protestants.  The 
metamorphosis of the saint into the commercial Christmas icon in a 
red suit is not difficult to trace.  It began in New York when the city 
was still called New Amsterdam.  The Dutch are very fond of St. 
Nicholas, who according to their tradition, brings gifts to their 
children on December 6 each year.  Dutch Protestants in America 
receive the most credit for mixing with “Father Christmas” the 
Scandinavian legends of a magical elf who punished naughty children 
and gave gifts as rewards to good children.   

American advertising also played a part in the transformation.  In the 
Victorian era, an artist named Thomas Nast drew pictures of Santa 
Claus that gradually became the accepted icon.  In an attempt to 
secularize the person to fit a marketplace that wanted to attract all 
kinds of customers, the actual saint disappeared, and the rosy-cheeked 
plump fellow with a long white beard, wearing a fur-trimmed red suit, 
took over.  Indeed, St. Nicholas would be astonished by what has 
evolved.    Merry Christmas! 
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Home for Christmas 
 

The desire to be home for Christmas is 
placed in everyone's DNA. While 
Thanksgiving Day speaks of family, 
Christmas Day focuses on HOME. The 
lyrics of many of our Christmas music 

sings of home. We hear it in songs like “I”ll be Home for Christmas” 
and “There's no Place like Home for the Holidays.”  Even the most 
popular “White Christmas” is really a tune about homesickness. So 
home is our desperate destination at Christmas time. 
 

From our earliest years we have learned that even though there was 
no room in the inn for the Holy Family, there will always be a home 
for us at Christmas.  Christmas is all about home!  In reality so many 
people have to spend their Christmas day away from their homes: 
men and women in the military, nurses, hospital personnel, store 
clerks, travelers, even the clergy. All of us have heard tales of people 
traveling on Christmas day through all kinds of bad weather and 
delays only to arrive at home in the final hour of the day.  No matter.  
They made it home.  
 

Folks who rarely make it home for Christmas day are priests.  During 
my Novitiate year and the six years as a major seminarian, I never got 
home for Christmas.  We had visits from home; our parents had to 
come to us but we did not get home.  Very few priests' parents are 
still alive so there is no longer a home for them to go to on Christmas.  
Siblings, nephews and nieces and good friends welcome them to their 
homes but for most priests they make the rectory their home. 
 

I have been blessed with the experience of getting home often on 
Christmas day.  One day especially stands out forever in my memory. 
 

I was teaching in a high school seminary located over 500 miles from 
my original home in Brooklyn, New York.  Christmas was rolling 
around and I was assigned to hear confessions and preach at midnight 
mass in St. John's Church in Girard, Pennsylvania.  That made it 
impossible for me to make it to my parents' house for any part of that 
day.  So I glumly resigned myself to the fact that it would be a 
homeless Christmas  Day for me that year.  Maybe I would make it 
home on the days after Christmas but not on Christmas itself.  All this 
happened in the late 1960's. 
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So I arrived at the church on a cold Christmas eve morning.  The 
pastor was a pleasant Monsignor who loved us Redemptorists and 
always  managed to schedule one of us to help him during the 
Christmas holidays.  His welcoming greeting was one I will never 
forget. “Father,” he said “thank you so much for being here.  All I 
need you to do is hear the confessions most of the afternoon.  You 
won't be needed for any of the Christmas day masses but I would like 
you to preach at the midnight mass.” 
 
I guess my face still had the look of disappointment about not being 
able to get home for Christmas.  That's when he perked me up with: 
“Before midnight mass, have your bag packed and ready to leave.  
After you preach the sermon, leave the pulpit and go to the steps in 
front of the church.” 
 
He had previously arranged for two State troopers to drive by at 
12:30 A.M. to pick me up and deliver me to the Dew Drop Inn Motel 
which was a few miles from the Erie International Airport.  He 
continued, “I have already booked you in a room there for the night.  
At 7:00 A,M. the owner of the motel will wake you and drive you to 
the airport.  I have you booked on the first Allegheny Airline flight 
that morning. The flight will fly you to Newark airport in plenty of 
time for you to make it home for Christmas.” 
 
As he was saying those words the bald Irish middle age Monsignor 
became Santa Claus himself.  What a surprising gift!  The Holy 
Family themselves had no luck finding a home on that very first 
Christmas and here I was hearing the impossible become possible,  I 
was going to make it home for Christmas after all. 
 
Hearing confessions kept me busy all afternoon and in the evening 
hours, I recalled sitting in the rectory watching the astronauts orbiting 
the earth with John Glenn reciting “In the beginning God created the 
heavens and the earth.” from the book of Genesis.  The minutes 
ticked away slowly until I found myself standing in the pulpit telling 
the crowded congregation about the first Christmas story.  The story 
that was enfolding inside me was just as thrilling.  I prayed that 
everything would go as planned.  I finished the homily – I have no 
idea what I said – descended the pulpit steps, made a profound and 
gracious bow to the pastor who was presiding at the session.  He gave 
me a good luck wink and a Merry Christmas thumbs up. 
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I walked from the sanctuary floor and was out the sacristy door into 
the cold darkness outside.  Carefully stepping over hard crunchy 
snow I headed to the front steps of the big church.  Christmas music 
from inside the church filled the darkness.  Standing on the front 
steps I began to worry if the troopers would arrive.  Was this all a 
dream?  Did the State troopers forget or drive to the wrong church?  
The few minutes I stood there in the cold darkness seemed like hours.  
But sure enough, a patrol car with flashing red lights rolled to the 
curb.  A tall trooper got out of the car and motioned me to descend 
the steps.  “Ready to go, Father?” 
 
The drive along Rt.20 was much more comfortable than Joseph and 
Mary's donkey trek to Bethlehem.  So far, so good, I thought.  Is this 
plan really going to work?  In 20 minutes the patrol car crunched 
over the unshoveled snow to the office of the Dew Drop Inn Motel.  I 
was welcomed by the manager with his outstretched hand and a smile 
that told me that there was room in the inn.  The troopers shook my 
hand and passed my overnight bag to the inn keeper.  “Thanks so 
much!” I happily cried out as the patrol car drove away.  This 
impossible plan was working.  I have no memory of the room I 
checked into or whether I slept at all that night. 
 
Exactly as the jolly Monsignor told me, the motel manager knocked 
on my door and in the darkness of that Christmas morning drove me 
over the empty highway to Erie International Airport.  The inn 
keeper's final words worried me. “I hope your flight is still on.” 
 
Entering the completely empty terminal I noticed that there was only 
one plane sitting out there on the tarmac.  I approached the ticket 
counter expecting bad news.  “Good morning, Father.  Merry 
Christmas. You're lucky.  You're the only passenger.  The flight 
would have been canceled but they need the plane in Newark.  You 
will be traveling with two flight attendants and a couple of pilots who 
are needed in Newark,”  I could hardly believe my ears.  I was going 
to make it home for Christmas after all. 
 
These were the days before security check-ins with luggage searches and 
picture I.D.s.  All I had to do was sit and calmly wait for the P.A. calling 
me to Gate #One for boarding.  (There was only one gate anyway in that 
small airport.) The traveling flight attendants and the extra pilots lined up 
with me and we all boarded the plane as regular travelers.  Out across the 
dark tarmac and up the steep stairs and into the plane we went. 
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Because I was the only traveler the others treated me like a V.I.P.      
I had several rows all to myself, was handed a cup of coffee, a 
croissant as the propellers spun to life.  The plane had no jet engines 
– just two propellers – one on each wing.  That's how long ago it was.  
How improved and updated airline travel has advanced since.   
 
It was one of the most memorable and comfortable flights I have ever 
experienced.  They handed me a pillow and a magazine and kept 
checking to see if I was fine.  The engines roared and in 2 hours came 
the usual announcement. “Please fasten your seat belts.  We are 
making our approach to Newark International airport.  Please remain 
seated until the plane comes to a complete stop.” 
 
I doubt that there was a child as happy as I was on that Christmas 
morning so long ago.  It was indeed a Christmas Day I will never 
forget.  Complete with a Santa Claus disguised as an Irish 
Monsignor, a modern day innkeeper who had room for me in his inn.  
Instead of Biblical centurions, I had two State troopers.  The 
shepherds and the kings were dressed as flight attendants and 
traveling pilots.  I did not ride on a bouncing donkey but in a medium 
size airplane that rose up to the sky and greeted the sun as it dawned 
on that Christmas morning. 
 
As I entered the terminal at Newark airport, two very dear friends 
greeted me and drove me home for Christmas.  That has always been 
one of my favorite words – HOME.  You don't really say it.  You 
hum it.  Saying the word slowly always sounds like music.  HOME! 
It is one of the most beautiful words in the English language and one 
of the most beautiful places as well.  It is always good to get home 
and to be home. The words of the song are so true.  There's no place 
like home for the holidays but there's no place like home for any day. 
 
Whether we realize it or not, every day of our lives is a day when we 
are on our way to our real and eternal home.   
 
So Merry Christmas and a happy home coming to one and all. 
 

Fr. John Mc Gowan, C.Ss.R. 
December, 2020 
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SCHOOL NEWS 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Catholic 
Academy of Brooklyn congratulates the 
Confirmation candidates and their families .  
The students who were prepared last year and 
were not able to be confirmed last spring due 

to the “New York Pause” were confirmed on Saturday 
November 7th.  

Our students have been preparing a special presentation for 
the Veterans as this month we honor all veterans from the 
many branches of our armed forces.  We keep them and 
their families in our prayers and thank them for their 
service. The presentation will be broadcast on our 
OLPHCAB Facebook page and our YouTube channel.  

The TACHS test for admission to Catholic High School 
was administered on Saturday November 7th.The 
graduating class of 2021 is busy already finding out about 
the high schools and their programs. We wish the students 
luck as they make these difficult decisions. 

We are continuing to follow all of the CDC guidelines to 
ensure our student’s health and safety. 
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STUDENT OF THE MONTH 

October  •  Trustworthiness 

Pre-K 3 & 4 Lucas Sumba 

Kindergarten Renee Jiang 

1st Grade Sabrina Seweryn 

2nd Grade Joshua Munguia 

3rd Grade Lorenzo Sanchez 

4th Grade Erla Sirach Chua 

5th Grade Jailanny Estevez 

6th Grade Anthony  

          Chimborazo 

7th Grade  Jaelyn Lee 

8th Grade  Yuki Chen 

STUDENT OF THE MONTH 

September •  Initiative 

Pre-K 3 & 4 Roberto Hernandez 

Kindergarten Benjamin Montero 

1st Grade Ean España 

2nd Grade Erick Constente 

3rd Grade Nathanael Aguilar 

4th Grade Branden Munguia 

5th Grade Alexander Then 

6th Grade Sofia McFarland 

7th Grade A Jennifer Seweryn 

7th Grade B Winnie Wu 

8th Grade A Samantha Moranta 

8th Grade B Caitlyn Morales 
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September 26 
Victoria Isabelle Diaz, Sekani Jonnah Martino, Madison Rose Perri, 

Angelica Justine Alicea, Valeria Guzman-Huerta,  
Jaffet Amir Lopez-Marquez, Ethan David Marquez,  

Dylan Rojas-DeLeon 
 

September 27 
Emily Huang, Judy Pan, Salvatore Candela 

 

October 3 
Dylan Dominic Castrejon, Nathan Castrejon, Mike Espinal,  

Thalia Espinal-Dicen, Jaeden Medina, Matthew Montero 
 

October 10 
Jose Luis Cuetero-Simon, Axel Ariel Flores-Nahuacatl,  
Bryan Flores-Nahuacatl, Catherine Flores-Nahuacatl,  

Aeryn Isbela Garcia-Baque 
 

October 17 
Ella Christina Cunalata, Brenda Leonor Garcia,  

Stephen Vincent Cascione, Jason Guaman, LorenO Guaman, Jr., 
Jayden Kevin Mendez, Diorelis Eliza Mendez,  

Geronimo Jose Rodriguez-Mendez 
 

October 24 
Jean Carlos Mendoza-Ramos, Sofia Vanessa Miranda,  

Jason Moran-Ramos, Justin Moran-Ramos,  
Martha Alicia Reyes-Flores 

 

October 31 
Kaylee Marie Tapia-Modesto, Alex Valencia, Allan Valencia, Leo 

Valencia, Samira Valencia, Anthony Vazquez-Luis  

Rafael Maria Carabajo  September 26 
Aijin Chen September 29 
Fresvinda Vasquez September 30 
Annino Coppola October 16 
Ramona Rivera August 11 
Maria Hernandez September 4 
Enerio Vazquez 
 

Leonora Mangino 
Georgie Washington Arevalo Cruz 
Bernadette Artus October 29 
Anicia (Annie) Rualo October 31 
Carol Reich November 2 
Angelica Ortega November 2 
Guo Dong Shi November 4 
Susan Burgess November 4 



ANNOUNCED MASSES 
November 2020 

Sunday, November 1 

  8:00  For the People of the Parish 

  8:00 (SP) Por las almas benditas del 

 Purgatorio  

10:00  +Sidney Stacey (anniversary) 

 10:00 (SP) +Aracelis Abreu Leung 

 +Maria Perez 

 +Pedro Dones 

 +Marciana Alarcon y +2 aida 

   Pedraza 

12:30 (SP) +Noel Emmanuel  

   Marroquin 

  3:00 (V) +Phero 

 +Matro 

 +Maria Nhan Thi Nguyen 

 +Ana Nguyen Thi Houng 

 

Monday, November 2 

  8:45   Purgatorian Society 

  Thanksgiving to St. Gerard 

   Majella 

12:10 +Michael Caforio 

  7:00 All Souls Mass 

 

Tuesday, November 3 

  8:45  +Felino Umbay 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +Michael & Mary Lynch & 

 Family 

  7:00 (SP) +Engracia Lopez-Nietu 

 (por el cumpleaños) 

 

Wednesday, November 4 

  8:45   Purgatorian Society 

 +Michael Scully 

12:10  +Thomas, +Julia,  

 +AnnMarie,+Kevin and 

 +Rev. John Costello, C.Ss.R.  

  7:00 (SP) + Noel Emmanuel 

 Marroquin 

 
Thursday, November 5 

  8:45  +Theresa Greaney & The 

 Greaney Family 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +Consuelo L. Flores) 

  7:00 (SP) Virgen Maria Auxiliadora 

 
Friday, November 6 

  8:45  Neil Heaney (anniversary)

Purgatorian Society 

12:10 Luca Zocche 

  7:00  Healing Mass 

 
Saturday, November 7 

  8:45  Purgatorian Society 

 Bien-Aime Murielle personal 

 intention 

12:10  +Michael J. O’Hara 

 (anniversary) 

  5:00  +Rosaleen Logan 

 (anniversary) 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  
The English Masses can be viewed on Facebook “Perpetual Help Brooklyn”  

Sundays at 10 AM, and daily at 8:45 AM. 
The Spanish Masses on Facebook “Charles McDonald” are:  

Sundays at 8 AM, and Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays at 7 PM.. 
THESE MASSES CAN NOW BE VIEWED ON OUR WEBSITE: 

www.OLPHBKNY.ORG 

9/20 Vietnamese completed & proofed 
9/20 Spanish completed & proofed (as of 8/5) 
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Sunday, November 8 

  8:00  For the People of the Parish  

  8:00 Por Las Almas Benditas de 

Purgatorio 

10:00  +Roger & Ellen O’Donnell & 

 family 

 John Rochford 

10:00  +Por la Salud de Gladys 

Plasencia 

 +Isabel Perez 

 +Carment Almonte 

 +Aracely Abreu Leung 

 +Ceferine Frias 

 +Jose Ramon Liriano 

 +Hippolita Ortega 

12:30 (SP) +Rafael Garcia 

  3:00 (V) +Phero & Martta 

 All Souls in Purgatory 

 +Maria Tran Thi Thong 

 +Phao Lo Phan Trach Minh 
 

Monday, November 9 

  8:45  +Maria Nguyen 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +Catherine Stemberger 

 

Tuesday, November 10 

  8:45  Thanksgiving to OLPH 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +Basil Burgess 

  7:00 (SP) +Dora Esperanza Merchar 

 
Wednesday, November 11 

  8:45  +John & +Mary O’Dea and 

+Mary & +Patrick Halpin 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +Susan O’Dea 

  7:00 (SP) +Manuel Andrade 

 

Thursday, November 12 

  8:45  +Emilio Barreto 

 “Papito”(birthday) 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +Mary & +Pete Sweeney 

  7:00 (SP)  
 

Friday, November 13 

  8:45  +Felino Umbay 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10 +Michael J. O’Hara 
 

Saturday, November 14 

  8:45 +Amante Jesse 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10 +Felix Adun Asemota 

  5:00  +Agnes Crennan (birthday) 

  7:00 (SP) Por la salud de Virginia 

 +Fritz Douge 

 Por la salud de Juan Rescalvo 
 

Sunday, November 15 

  8:00  For the People of the Parish  

  8:00 (SP) Por Las Almas Benditas 

 del Purgatorio 

10:00  +Teresa Egan (birthday) 

10:00 (SP) +Rosa Elena Borja 

 +Aracely Abreu Leung 

 +Ceferino Frias 

 +Jesus Macario Vazquez 

 Garcia 

 Accion de gracias Al 

 Santismo Sacramento 

 Accion de gracias al Espiritu 

 Santo 

 +Felix Tapia 

 +Silvia Chavez 

 +Angel Pavcar 

 Por la intenciones personales 

 Guadalupe Sonche 

12:30 (SP) +Noel Emmanuel 

 Marroquin 

  3:00 (V) +Thanks be to God & 

 Mary 

 +Phaolo Phan Trach Thank 
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 +Gerardo Nguyen Schiraldi 

 +Phero Nguyen Thank Tung 
 

Monday, November 16 

  8:45  +John O’Dea 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +Charles Lawson 
 

Tuesday, November 17 

  8:45  +Grevasky Nazaire (birthday) 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10 +Fr. Abatta & Dr. Bill Weir 

  7:00 (SP) Pro-Vida 

 

Wednesday, November 18 

  8:45  Thanksgiving to Fr. Pio 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +Felino Umbay  

  7:00 (SP) +Benito Garcia Molina  

 

Thursday, November 19 

  8:45  Thanksgiving to the Blessed 

 Mother 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10 +Rizalina and Jovita Cortes 

  7:00 (SP) +Luis & Edwin Romo 

 

Friday, November 20 

  8:45  +Carmine Ruotolo  

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10 +Jose & Helen Ledesma 

 

Saturday, November 21 

  8:45  +Gerardo Schiraldi 

 Purgatorian Society  

12:10 All Souls in Purgatory 

  5:00 +Della & Denis Sweeney 

  7:00 (SP) +Agustina Coria 

 +Edwin & Luis Ramos 

 Por los 15 nos de Maria 

 Fernando Cornejo 

 Por las 15 anos de vida de 

 Adriana Caralampio 

 Por la salud de Martha y Rosa 

 Tuy 

 Por el Eterno descanso de 

 Benjamín Hernández 

 Mejorada 

 En Acción de Gracias al 

 Divino Nino Jesús 

 

Sunday, November 22 

  8:00  +Joseph Ward (anniversary) 

  8:00 (SP) Por Las Almas Benditas 

 del Purgatorio 

10:00  +John & Theresa Paul 

10:00 (SP) +Por la salud de Gladys 

Plasencio 

 +Francisco Silva 

 +Roberto Rosa 

 +Rita Dori Rivera 

 +Ofelia Moran Vidods 

 Accion de Gracias adios y alas 

 Almas Benditas 

 En Agradecimiento a la 

 Virgen de Fatima 

 Por las Almas Benditas del 

 mundo 

 En accion de gracias a la 

virgin de sta. Gertrudis 

12:30 (SP) +Noel Emmanuel 

 Marroquin 

  3:00 (V) +Gerardo N. Schiraldi 

 +Anna Phan Thi Tan 

 +Anton Cong Duy Nguyen 

 +Gioan Boatixita Tran Van 

 Dint 

 

Monday, November 23 

  8:45  For the People of the Parish 

 Purgatorian Society 
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12:10  +Nora & David Moore   

 (wedding anniversary) 

 
Tuesday, November 23 

  8:45  Purgatorian Society 

 Luca Zocche 

12:10 +Elisa Colon 

  7:00 (SP) +Andrea Luna Coyotl y 

Marino Serrano 

 

Wednesday, November 25 

  8:45  +Joseph & +Eleanor Metzger 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10 +William Burke 

  7:00 (SP) Lydia & Ceferino Frias 
 
Thursday, November 26 

  8:45  Purgatorian Society 

12:10   

  7:00 (SP)  

 

Friday, November 27 

  8:45 +Kathleen Kenny Tobin 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10 +Roger & Ellah O’Donnell & 

 Family 

  7:00 (SP) Misa de Sanacion 

 

Saturday, November 28 

  8:45  +Marie Carmelle Dejeand 

 Purgatorian Society  

12:10  +Idanes Lourdes Rodrigues 

  5:00 +Edward & +Philip McGarrity 

  7:00 (SP) Accion de gracias a la 

 Divina Misericordia 

 

Sunday, November 29 

  8:00  +Milan Fabiankovic 

  8:00  Por Los Almas Benditas del 

 Purgatorio  

10:00  +Arthur Z. Corpuz 

10:00 (SP) +Lidia Frias 

 +Aracelia Abreu Leung 

 +Andres Roman (birthday) 

 +Maria y Manuel Saquisili 

 Por los 25 anos de matrimonio 

 Elizabeth & Victor Abreu 

 +Jose Ramon Liriano 

 +Hippolita Ortega 

 Aracely Marquz y Arturo 

 Jimenez aniversario de 

 matrimonio 

 +Maria Luisa y Maria Eva De 

 Jesus 

12:30 (SP) +Noel Emmanuel 

Marroquin 

  3:00 (V) +Gerardo Ng Schiraldi 

 +Gioan Boatixita Tran Van 

 Dinh 

 +Giuse Vo an Khuong 

 Get Well Hoa 
 

Monday, November 30 

  8:45  +Amador Soto 

  Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +Denis & Della Sweeney 

  (birthday) 
 

Tuesday, December 1 

  8:45 +Maria Nguyen 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +Michael & Mary Lynch & 

  Family 

  7:00 (SP) +Federico Cepeda  

   (7th anniv) 
 

Wednesday, December 2 

  8:45  +Angelica Ocacio 
 Purgatorian Society 
12:10  +Thomas, +Julia, +AnnMarie, 

 +Kevin and +Rev. John 

Costello, C.Ss.R. 
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  7:00 (SP) +Yvette Clairisier & 
 +Asen Abel 

 

Thursday, December 3 

  8:45  +Tony Ky Chin 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10 +Patricia Collins and +James 

 Brody 

  7:00 (SP) Virgen Maria Auxiliadora 
 

Friday, December 4 

  8:45  Purgatorian Society 

  Luca Zocche 

12:10 +Bernadette Artus 

  7:00  Healiing Mass 
 

Saturday, December 5 

  8:45  Purgatorian Society  

 Mark Conserve Special 

 Intention 

12:10  +Felix Adun Asemota 

  5:00  +Nydia Rivera Mehl 

  7:00 (SP) +Jose Leal Salas 
 

Sunday, December 6 

  8:00  For the People of the Parish 

  8:00 (SP) Por las almas benditas del 

 Purgatorio  

10:00  +Margaret Woods 

10:00 (SP) +Aracelis Abreu Leung 

 +Maria Perez 

 +Marciana Alarcon y +Zaida 

Pedraza 

 Virgen Maria Auxiliadora 

 Por la Salud de Gladys 

 Plasencia 

 En accion de gracias a Dios y 

 alas Almos benditas 

 +Hector Veliz Merino 

12:30 (SP) +Noel Emmanuel  

   Marroquin 

  3:00 (V) +Maria Nhan Thi Nguyen 

 +Maria Tran thi Thong 

 +Gioan Boatixita Tran Van 

 Dinh 

 40 years of Marriage Mary Dau 

 & Vincent Luong 

 

Monday, December 7 

  8:45   +Richard Lenihan 

  Purgatorian Society 

12:10 +John & Bridget Brody 

 

Tuesday, December 8 

  8:45  +Richard Lenihan 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +Rev. Thomas Burke 

  7:00 (SP)  

 
Wednesday, December 9 

  8:45   Ramdoslarie Bappoo 

 (anniversary) 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +Catherine Stemberger 

  7:00 (SP)  

 
Thursday, December 10 

  8:45  For the deceased members of 

the Bagnall Family 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +Jan Krempa 

 
Friday, December 11 

  8:45  Mary O’Connell (anniversary)

Purgatorian Society 

12:10 +Cecilia Orbita 

 

Saturday, December 12 

  8:45  Purgatorian Society 

 Tony Ky Chin 

12:10  +Francis Collins 

  5:00  +Felix Adun Asemota 
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  7:00 (SP) Al cumplir un año de 

fallecida +Dora Esperanza 

Merchan 

 

Sunday, December 13 

  8:00  For the People of the Parish 

  8:00 (SP) Por Las Almas Benditas 

 del Purgatorio 

10:00  +Patrick & Dermott Brennan 

 & Bontke Family 

10:00 (SP) +Rosa Elena Borja 

 +Aracely Abreu Leung 

 +Ceferino Frias 

 +Rosaura Nunez y Juan 

 Hernandez 

12:30 (SP) +Noel Emmanuel 

 Marroquin 

  3:00 (V) +Anton Cong Duy Nguyen 

 +Gioan Boatixita Tran Van 

Dina 

 +Giuse Vo An Khuong 

 +Phero Nguyen Vanl Tinh 

 

Monday, December 14  

  8:45  +Richard Lenihan 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10  In Honor of St. Anthony 

 

Tuesday, December 15 

  8:45  Purgatorian Society 

 +Anthony Pelliccio 

12:10 +Robert & Jean Stockhausen 

  7:00 (SP) Pro-Vida 

 

Wednesday, .December 16 

  8:45  +Richard Lenihan 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10 +Acasio Rivas (birthday) 

  7:00 (SP)  
 
Thursday, December 17 

  8:45  +Tony Ky Chin 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +Brendan Gill 

  7:00 (SP)  

 

Friday, December 18 

  8:45 +Rev. Brendan Greany, C.Ss.R. 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10 +Bridie, John, Patrick Brody 

 (anniversary) 

  7:00 (SP)  

 

Saturday, .December 19 

  8:45  +Cassidy & Moran Family 

 Purgatorian Society  

12:10  +Donald & Brigid McMaster 

  5:00 Living & Deceased members 

of the Sweeney, Burke, 

Watters & Moakler Families 

  7:00 (SP) +Agustina Coria 2nd 

aniversario 

 +Luis +Edwin Ramos 

 En honor al niño Caminante 
 

Sunday, .December 20 

  8:00  For the People of the Parish 

  8:00  Por Los Almas Benditas del 

 Purgatorio  

10:00  +Louis & Sina Nevilles 

 +Patrick Watters 

10:00 (SP) +Engracia Lopez-Nieto 

 +Erie Eduardo Espona 

 Solonzoino 

 Por la salud de Gladys 

 Plasencio 

12:30 (SP) +Dario Antonio Diaz 

  3:00 (V) +Gerardo N. Schiraldi 

 +Gioan Boatixita Tran Van 

Dinh 

 +Joseph Truong 

 +Theresa Truong Thi Luyen 
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Monday, December 21 

  8:45   +Gerardo Schiraldi 

  Purgatorian Society 

12:10 +Carol & +James Gatti  

   (anniversary) 
 

Tuesday, December 22 

  8:45  +Richard Lenihan 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +In Honor of St. Joseph 

  7:00 (SP)  
 

Wednesday, December 23 

  8:45   +John Ward (birthday) 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10  The Feeley Families 

  7:00 (SP)  
 

Thursday, December 24 

  8:45  Luca Zocche 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10   

  6:00 +Charles Lawson & Agnes &  

 William McLaughlin 
 

Friday, December 25 

  8:00  +Edward & +Philip McGarrity 

10:00 +William, Elizabeth & Mary 

 Sammon 
 

Saturday, December 26 

  8:45  +Richard Lenihan 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +Maria Magdalena Angeles 

  5:00  +Bridie Arkley 

  7:00 Erica & Angel Carabello 

 Martinez 

 +Andrea Luna Coyotl y 

 Marino Serrano Luna 

 +Diega Bailon Luna 

 +Carlos Martinez Martinez 
 

Sunday, December 27 

  8:00  For the People of the Parish 

  8:00 (SP) Por Las Almas Benditas 

 del Purgatorio 

10:00  +Earle Smith 

10:00 (SP) +Lidia Frias 

 +Araceli Abreu Leung 

 +Ceferino Frias 

12:30 (SP) +Noel Emmanuel 

 Marroquin 

  3:00 (V) +Gioan Boatixita Tran Van 

 Dint 

 +Giuse Vo An Khuong 

 +Theresa Truong Thi Luyen 

 +Giuse Tran Vinh Nhan 
 

Monday, December 28  

  8:45  +Susan Burgess 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +Thomas Mannahan 
 

Tuesday, December 29 

  8:45  Purgatorian Society 

 +Arthur Z. Corpuz 

12:10 +Idanes Lourdes Rodriguez 

  7:00 (SP) +Lydia y Ceferino Frias 
 

Wednesday, .December 30 

  8:45  Purgatorian Society 

12:10 +Basil Burgess 

  7:00 (SP)  
 

Thursday, December 31 

  8:45  Luca Zocche 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +Michael Caforio 

  6:15 +Peter Tuohy 
 

 

9/20 Vietnamese completed & proofed 
9/20 Spanish completed & proofed (as of 8/5) 
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Redemptorist Community 
 

Rev. Karl Esker, C.Ss.R., Rector 
Rev. James Gilmour, C.Ss.R., Pastor 
Rev. Norman Bennett, C.Ss.R. * 
Rev. James Cascione, C.Ss.R.* 
Rev. Michael Cunningham, C.Ss.R.* 
Rev. Clement Krug, C.Ss.R.* 
Rev. Joseph Lu * 
Rev. John Murray, C.Ss.R. * 
Rev. Ruskin Piedra, C.Ss.R. * 
Rev. Francis Skelly, C.Ss.R.* 
Rev. Joseph Hung Duc Tran, C.Ss.R.* 
 

⃰ Pastoral Associate 
 

 
Chinese Apostolate 
 

Rev. Norman Bennett 
Rev. Joseph Lu 
 
Vietnamese Apostolate 
 

Rev. Joseph Hung Duc Tran 
 
Parish Deacons 
 

Rev. Mr. Jesús Soto 
Rev. Mr. Hector Blanco 
Rev. Mr. Danny Rodriguez 
 
 

Director of Religious Education 
 

Mrs. Maritza Mejía 
 
 

 
Parish Music Director 
 

Joseph Giordano 
 

Sisters in Residence at O.L.P.H. 
Convent 
 

Sr. Lucille Ann Aliperti, CSJ 
Sr. Mary Doyle, CSJ 
Sr. Judith Shea, CSJ Shea, CSJ 
Sr. Theresa Wong, IHM 

 
Parish Pastoral Council-2017-2018 
Rev. Karl Esker, C.Ss.R. 
Rev. James Gilmour, C.Ss.R. 
Rev. Michael Cunningham, CSsR 
Rev. Joseph Lu 
Sr. Lucille Aliperti, C.S.J. 
Luis Arias 
Alice Butler 
Tony Coppola 
Julia Fernández 
Joseph Giordano 
Fidel Hernández 
Edwin Li 
Maritza Mejía 
Priscilla Moronta 
Fabian Otavalo 
Stephanie Rivera 
Irma Soto 
John Trandinh  

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Staff and Personnel 
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Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish  
Parish Organizations 

EDUCATIONAL: 
 

R.C.I.A. – R.I.C.A. 
Rectory Office 
526 59th Street – 718-492-9200 
 

Office of Religious Education 
5901 6th Avenue – 718-439-1281 
 

LITURGICAL: 
 

Music Ministry 
Joseph Giordano – 718-492-9200 
Judy Hernandez – 917-202-0366 
Marcos Marte – 347-749-3556 
 

Eucharistic Ministers and 
Lectors – English  
Sr. Lucille Aliperti, CSJ 
718-439-5100 
 

Eucharistic Ministers – Hispanic 
Luis Arias – 718-439-4594 
 

Lectors – Hispanic 
Fidel Hernández – 646-596-0784 
 

Ushers – Hospitality Ministry 
Jorge Barraza –  
Hispanic – 718-419-9041 
Louis Nevilles –  
English – 718-439-6003 
 

Altar Servers 
Rev. Joseph Tran 
Sofia Medina 
 
PASTORAL: 
 

St. Vincent de Paul 
Sr. Lucille Aliperti, CSJ 
 

Juan Neumann Center 
Redemptorist Immigration 
Services 
545 60th Street – 718-439-8160 
Mon.-Thurs. 9 AM-12 PM, 1-3 PM 
Wed. 9 AM-12 PM, 1-3 PM, 6-8 PM 
Sat. 9 AM-12 PM 
 

Advocate for the Disabled 
Rev. Norman Bennett, C.Ss.R. 
Rev. John Murray, C.Ss.R. 
 

Legion of Mary / Legión de 
María 
Curia – St. Alphonsus Hall – 
3rd Sunday, 2:30-4:00 PM 
Praesidium N.S. del Perpetuo 
Socorro – 
Rectory – Saturday, 4:00 PM -  
 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Catholic Academy of Brooklyn 
5902 6th Avenue – 718-439-8067 
Principal: Margaret Tyndall 
 

Hijas de María 
First Sunday, 
Mass and Meeting: 10:15 AM 
Ana Concepción and Ana León 
 

Santo Nombre 
2nd Sunday,  
Mass and Meeting: 10:15 AM 
Rev. Ruskin Piedra, C.Ss.R. 
 

Cofradía del Sagrado Corazón 
de Jesús 
3rd Sunday,  
Mass and Meeting: 10:15 AM 
Ana Concepción 
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Cursillistas 
Every Wednesday, 
7:30 PM Upper Chapel 
Eugenia Tlaxcantitla 
 
Prayer Group – Hispanic 
St. Gerard Hall, Fridays, 7:30 PM 
Roberto Rodríguez – 347-461-6621 
 
Jornada – Youth 
Sundays, 1-3 PM, 
Parish Center 
Stephanie Rivera 
 
Circle of Friends 
558 59th Street – Notre Dame Hall 
Tuesdays, 11:30 AM - 2:30 PM 
Sr. Lucille Aliperti, CSJ 
 
Knights of Columbus 
Brooklyn Council #60 
5901 6th Avenue, Room 4 
2nd & 4th Mondays, 7:30 PM 
Ben LaSpina – 347-782-8036 
 
Ladies Auxiliary of the Basilica 
Eileen McConeghy –  
Notre Dame Hall 
First Sunday each month 
Mass and meeting: 9:00 AM 
 
 
 
 
 

Catholic War Veterans 
3rd Thursdays 
 
Al-Anon 
Tuesdays, 1:00 PM 
5901 6th Avenue 
Sundays, 7:00 PM 
5901 6th Avenue 
 
Cub Scouts of America 
St. Gerard Hall 
Andres Reinoso 
347-760- 5613 
 
 
SPORTS: 
 
O.L.P.H. Soccer League 
Kevin Henneman – 718-614-4460 
Martin Brennan – 718-836-4178 
 
Swimming Teams – Boys & 
Girls CYO 
OLPH / St. Andrew 
Girls: Charles Boulbol  
917-331-5600 
Boys: Ray Wendt – 718-833- 8047 
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